






COMPLETE PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Built in 1922, the clients’ new residence in Terrell, Texas, is a blend of Arts & Crafts and Tudor styling.  
The years had not been gentle to this once charming property, and although it had “good bones” the 
home was in dire need of attention.  During an extensive remodeling and restoration, the clients replaced 
or repaired foundations, electrical, plumbing, windows, several walls, and added central air condition-
ing.  The kitchen and bathrooms were gutted, and extensive finish work was planned throughout the 
residence.  Determined to maintain the historic nature of the home, the owners sought out materials and 
finishes to complement existing details.  They anticipated using ceramic tile in significant quantities as a 
unifying element for the contiguous rooms on the first floor.  Drawn to the rich glazes and stylized motifs 
of Motawi’s handmade historically-informed tiles, they selected a palette of deep glazes in matte finishes.  
The tiles set the color, texture and tone for the interior of the entire home.

A lifelong fan of the art and architecture of the Arts and Crafts movement, our clients initiated design 
research long before tile was needed on the project.  Responding to an image of a 1920’s fireplace that 
they admired, our design team created a similarly styled and proportioned project for the main living 
area.  A Mission style wood mantel was commissioned with adjacent built-in bookshelves and cabinetry.  
Motawi’s Project Designer, Colleen Crawley was asked to create a design using tile in varying sizes and 
glazes including greens, browns and granite tones.  Richly toned field tiles and historically-based deco-
rative pieces were combined to create a stunning fireplace and hearth which is truly the heart of their 
home.

An area rug, designed in the Frank Lloyd Wright tradition, was the impetus for the tile design of the foyer 
floor, while a stained glass lamp he created for the Martin Residence inspired the layout of the sunroom 
floor.  Both projects were reinterpreted in our distinctive hand-dipped field tile; both built upon the palette 
created for the fireplace, which is centered between the foyer and sunroom.  The latter, a classic styled 
Arts & Crafts room with extensive windows on three walls, provides the perfect backdrop for our tiles, 
while the foyer is an ideal location for a “rug” of tiles.

In the kitchen, once a patchwork of materials and styles, the clients commissioned custom cabinetry 
throughout the dramatically modified room; our tiles were the finishing touch.  Decorative relief tiles 
featuring our animal series and a floral relief border combine with field tiles to create a backsplash that 
is a bridge between the original character of the home and the updated appliances and cabinetry.  A rich 
sepia-toned glaze was selected to lend warmth and personality to the space, meeting our clients’ desire 
for a kitchen that looked original to the 1922 house.  Altogether the four projects unite, providing a distin-
guished look for this beautiful home.

Exceptional service was provided by Renaissance Tile and Bath of Dallas, TX.  Installer Jeremy Frazier, 
from James I. Smith Tile of Dallas completed the project installations beautifully.  Photography by Justin 
Maconochie of Ferndale, MI.

The Spectrum Awards sponsors include:   
  

High Resolution Images:  Available upon request.  Additional photos are also available.

About The Company:  The Motawi Tileworks is a 16-year-old handmade art tile studio located in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  
Founded in 1992 by Nawal Motawi, the Tileworks is now owned and operated by Nawal and her brother Karim Motawi.  Its 30 
staff artisans create tile that is both collected as individual art pieces and installed into kitchen backsplashes, fireplace sur-
rounds, floors and bathrooms.
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